
TO PROVOKE A POSITIVE 
OUTCOME FOR THE CITY 

AND REGION WE AS A 
COMMUNITY MUST BE 
ASKING THE NYSDOT 

THE RIGHT QUESTIONS
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SECTION III
Visions

SECTION IV
Questions

RETHINK 81 TO RECLAIM THE CITY AND RECONNECT SYRACUSE



BARRIERS: i-81BARRIERS: WEST ST.BARRIERS: 690BARRIERS: ERIE BOULEVARDBARRIERS:

DOWNTOWN 

NEAR 
WESTSIDE

NORTHSIDE

SYRACUSE
UNIVERSITY

Civic Area 

Freight Rail   

Single Family Housing

Single Family Housing

Saint Joseph Hospital 
Health Center

Student Housing

Destiny USA
Shopping Mall

UPSTATE
Medical University

Crouse Hospital

W
est Street

Public Housing 

Onondaga Creek

Onondaga Lake

I-81

690

Connective Corridor

West Street

I-81

690

Erie Blvd

Question:  
Where are 
the current 
barriers in 
Syracuse?
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Question:  
Where are 
the most 
vibrant areas 
in Syracuse?



VIBRANT CORRIDORS
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Question:   
Can this 
project 
remove 
barriers and 
reconnect the 
city’s vibrant 
areas more 
effectively? 



Question:  

A SUCCESSFUL TRANSPORTATION 
LEVEL OF SERVICE OF A, B, OR C MAY 
BE INCOMPATIBLE WITH HEALTHY 
NEIGHBORHOODS, PROSPEROUS 
BUSINESS SECTORS, AND SAFE STREETS. 

What are the 
criteria to measure 
success of a major 
transportation 
project in our city?  
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LIGHT RAIL OPTION
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Question:   
Is it possible 
to have 
BOTH high 
connectivity 
and good 
urbanism?  

REACTIVATE DORMANT INFRASTRUCTURE SUCH AS LIGHT RAIL



Question:   
Is it possible 
to have 
BOTH high 
connectivity 
and good 
urbanism?  

VS

MAKE EXISTING HIGH DENSITY STREETS MORE WALKABLE

West St, Syracuse

Octavia Blvd, San Francisco



ALL OF THE OPTIONS PROPOSED 
IN THE SMTC/ DOT PLANNING 
STUDY ASSUMED THE TRAFFIC 
DEMAND ON THE SINGLE ARTERY 
OF 81 WILL BE THE SAME OR 
HIGHER IN THE FUTURE. 



AN URBAN ROAD IN SYRACUSE 
SHOULD NOT BE 175 FEET WIDE. 
HOW CAN WE REDUCE DEMAND 
TO INSURE THAT THE SOLUTION 
IS SMALLER AND APPROPRIATE 
TO THE SCALE OF OUR CITY?  



Question:   
Will the consulting 
team take into 
consideration 
future trends 
such as decreased 
miles driven, new 
technologies, and 
future development 
patterns, in 
addition to current 
traffic counts?

THE US DRIVING BUST 1988-2013

Miles Driven per Capita

Source: U.S. Department of Transportation
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ALTERNATE ROUTES INTO SYRACUSE 

Question:   
What are ways 
the entire 
transit system 
can be modified 
to reduce the 
traffic demand 
on 81 through 
the City?

CREATE MORE EFFICIENT ROUTES INTO AND THROUGH THE CITY TO 
DISPERSE TRAFFIC REGIONALLY



HIGHWAY EXITS
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Question:   
What are ways 
the entire 
transit system 
can be modified 
to reduce the 
traffic demand 
on 81?

CURRENTLY THERE ARE ONLY 2 EXIT POINTS INTO THE CITY



BOULEVARD EXITS
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Question:   IF THERE IS A BOULEVARD THERE ARE MANY MORE 
POINTS OF TRAFFIC DISPERSION INTO THE CITY

What are ways 
the entire 
transit system 
can be modified 
to reduce the 
traffic demand 
on 81?



NEW EXITS
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Question:   IF HISTORIC BLOCKS ARE REESTABLISHED THERE ARE 
EVEN MORE NEW ROUTES THROUGH THE CITY

What are ways 
the entire 
transit system 
can be modified 
to reduce the 
traffic demand 
on 81?
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Question:   
What are ways 
the entire 
transit system 
can be modified 
to reduce the 
traffic demand 
on 81?

RECONNECT STREETS THAT I-81 HISTORICALLY BISECTED 
BETWEEN DOWNTOWN AND I-481

0
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Question:   
What are ways 
the entire 
transit system 
can be modified 
to reduce the 
traffic demand 
on 81?

RECONNECT STREETS THAT I-81 HISTORICALLY BISECTED 
BETWEEN DOWNTOWN AND I-481
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Question:   
What are ways 
the entire 
transit system 
can be modified 
to reduce the 
traffic demand 
on 81?

COMBINING NEW DOWNTOWN DISPERSION WITH NEW 
SOUTHERN DISPERSION STRENGTHENS THE GRID WITH 

NUMEROUS NEW CONNECTIONS 

50



BLOCKS TO BE RECONNECTED
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Question:   
What are the 
improvements that 
can be made to 
the street grid to 
make it operate 
more efficiently?

REESTABLISH HISTORIC BLOCKS THROUGHOUT THE CITY



CONVERTING 1WAYS TO 2WAYS 
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What are the 
improvements that 
can be made to 
the street grid to 
make it operate 
more efficiently?

CONVERT ONE WAY STREETS TO TWO WAYQuestion:   



INTENSIVE MULTI MODAL IMPROVEMENTS
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Question:   DESIGNATE THROUGH STREETS FOR INTENSIVE MULIT-
MODAL IMPROVEMENTS

What are the 
improvements that 
can be made to the 
street grid to make 
it operate more 
efficiently?



INTENSIVE MULTI MODAL IMPROVEMENTS
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Question:   
Is it possible 
to have 
BOTH high 
connectivity 
and good 
urbanism?  

WHERE ARE THE PARK AND RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES ALONG 
THESE POTENTIALLY ENHANCED STREETS?



RECALIBRATING SIGNALS
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Question:   
Can incorporating 
synchronized 
signalization 
enhance traffic 
flow and pedestrian 
safety?
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Question:   
Is it possible 
to enhance 
regional mass 
transit options 
to encourage 
ridership?  

ENHANCE AND MAKE MORE ATTRACTIVE EXISTING OFF SITE 
SHUTTLES INTO THE CITY (PARK AND RIDE)



NEW DEVELOPABLE LAND WITH NARROWER ST.
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Question:   NEW DEVELOPABLE LAND WITH A NARROWER STREET FOOTPRINT

If there is less 
demand on a single 
road solution can 
a boulevard have 
a smaller footprint 
than the current or 
future highway?
What happens to 
the new available 
land?



EMINENT DOMAIN
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Question:   POSSIBLE LAND AT RISK TO EMINENT DOMAIN

If the highway is 
rebuilt to current 
DOT standards 
how much land is at 
risk and where?



EMINENT DOMAIN
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Question:   
If there is a need 
for land seizures, 
possibilities for 
eminent domain, 
loss of economic 
value, loss of 
housing units, 
relocation costs, etc 
Can those effects be 
clearly identified?

$$

$$

#

#

$$



PROPOSED HIGHWAY
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Question:   
If rebuilt, can 
recreational, 
economic 
development 
and connectivity 
opportunities 
for underside be 
considered?



ERIE COMPARISON 220FT SECTION
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Question:   PLACING ERIE BOULEVARD FOOTPRINT ON ALMOND ST AND 81 

If a boulevard is 
built according 
to current design 
loads how does 
that street width 
compare to 
current undesirable 
“boulevards” in the 
city?



INTENSIVE MULTI MODAL IMPROVEMENTS
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Question:   
What are 
the efficient 
transportation 
options that could 
work in Syracuse? 
(Reverse flow lanes 
for events, real 
time signal timing, 
camera monitoring, 
etc)



ROUNDABOUTS
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Question:   
What is the 
feasibility for 
implementing 
roundabouts to 
disperse traffic at 
key decision points 
(Almond at Adams, 
West at Fayette, 
and Almond at 690?



EMINENT DOMAIN

DOWNTOWN 

NEAR 
WESTSIDE

NORTHSIDE

SYRACUSE
UNIVERSITY

Civic Area 

Freight Rail   

Single Family Housing

Single Family Housing

Saint Joseph Hospital 
Health Center

Student Housing

Destiny USA
Shopping Mall

UPSTATE
Medical University

Crouse Hospital

W
est Street

Public Housing 

Onondaga Creek

Onondaga Lake

I-81

690

Connective Corridor

Question:   
What are the 
methods and 
benefits to incent 
or disincentivize 
NYS Thruway, I-81, 
481 truck traffic on 
certain routes or 
at certain times of 
day?

X
8:30 - 9:30am
4:30 - 6:00pm

8:30 - 9:30am
4:30 - 6:00pm

X
X
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Question:   
What are the 
strategies to 
reduce traffic speed 
as the highway 
ramps down to a 
boulevard?



NEW DEVELOPABLE LAND WITH BOULEVARD
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Question:   
Can the project 
team coordinate 
with the City to 
create an overlay 
zoning district to 
ensure proper, 
dense development 
for public/reclaimed 
land?



NEW DEVELOPABLE LAND WITH BOULEVARD
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Question:   
Can we allow 
for new densities 
necessary for 
improved public 
transportation in 
the zoning code?
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Question:   
Can the team 
document and model 
the pedestrian 
experience for 
Pioneer Homes 
residents, students 
and others who have 
to cross every day 
for every option?



EMINENT DOMAIN
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Question:   
What are specific 
elements to enhance 
the streetscape 
and pedestrian 
experience? 
(locations and ideas 
for benches, bus 
shelters, vegetation, 
paving, cross walks, 
etc.)

?
?
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Question:   
Can the NYSDOT 
investigate 
precedents for 
partially depressed 
highways, i.e. 
Fall River, MA, 
Columbus, OH
Cincinnati, OH, etc 
and quantify their 
benefit to the city?

Fall River , Ma Columbus, Oh

Cincinnati, Oh
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Question:   
Can there be an 
interim plan during 
construction 
to not diminish 
quality of life for 
residents?
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Question:   
Would temporary 
closures and 
reroutings be 
useful to gain real 
world data about 
viable alternate 
routes?

X

X



 Image by: He Shi courtesy of the Connective Corridor



THE PUBLIC CAN VOICE 
THEIR OPINIONS ON HOW 
SYRACUSE SHOULD LOOK 
AND FUNCTION



LEARN   Cnu.org/highways



SPEAK UP Send email to: 
I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov
Address:
NYSDOT Region 3
I-81 Viaduct Project
333 E. Washington Street
Syracuse, NY 13202

Telephone: 
1-855-I81-TALK (855-481-8255)



JOIN IN
https://www.dot.ny.gov/i81opportunities



OFFER 
SUGGESTIONS

StreetMix.NET



LEARN FROM OUR PAST



RETHINK WHATS POSSIBLE



ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS



RECONNECT SYRACUSE

Produced by UPSTATE:  A Center for Design, Research and Real Estate at the Syracuse University School of Architecture



Special Thanks to Chancellor Nancy Cantor, Syracuse University
Onondaga Citizens League
Centerstate CEO
Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council
City of Syracuse
American Institute of Architects, New York State Chapter
Congress for New Urbanism
Onondaga Historical Society
Peter Park
American Assembly
Grant Foster

Credits and Acknowledgements:
Produced by UPSTATE:  A Center for Design, Research and Real Estate at the Syracuse University School of Architecture

Alt-81 Studio Students:
Carolyn Mary AuClair 
Eric T. Baker
Nicholas Cameron Binder 
Philip Michael Bongard
Victoria Charlotte Brewster 
Leandro Cortez
Guillermo Luis Fortuno
Jee Yeon Han
Tyler Sebastian Hedge
Dong Hyan Kim 
Mengdan Liu 

Luyang Li

Mengru Li
Yundi Lu
Yuandi Nong
Steven Thomas O’Hara
Stephen Tortorella
Kaitlin Elizabeth Wolfe

Public Private Partner-
ships Students:
David Sadek Ascher
Santiago A.Dammert 
Jamie West Downie Jr
Brandon H. Duplain
Lauren M. Fest
Dillon T. Fitzgerald
Thomas L. Fountain III
Alyssa A. Francis
Maksim Glikman
Karla E. Gutierrez
Justin Horowitz
Bruce Hu

Emily S. Lodato
Kari R. Minami
Robert A. Moldafsky
Eric Mun
Matthew R. Roth
Tyler M. Rump
Nate Russell
Miguel A. Vega


